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“Research ethics review must innovate in parallel to the evolving research 

environment it purports to govern.” 

– Bartha M Knoppers, Theme 1 Lead, McGill University

OBJECTIVES:

1)Elucidate ethics review/approval barriers

2)Determine possible reciprocal/mutual recognition and REB harmonization

3)Propose REB templates for approval of -omics clinical translation and GE3LS 

projects

4)Create online training modules for researchers and for REB members reviewing -

omics and ELSI research.
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THEME 1: 

Research Ethics Review

“Fundamental to the success of Genomics and Personalized Health research is 

that innovations are carefully evaluated in economic terms.” 

– Michael Wolfson, Theme 2 Lead, University of Ottawa

OBJECTIVES: 

1)Provide a comprehensive description of the challenges facing economic evaluation 

and HTA of candidate personalised medicine technologies

2)Share and facilitate adoption of best practices for addressing these challenges

3)Convene collaborative working groups to address unresolved issues

4)Drawing on these experiences, develop best practice guidance and associated 

training materials 

THEME 2: 

Health Economics & Health Technology 

Assessment 

“New models and creative strategies in knowledge management, intellectual 

property, and commercialization are needed to support multi-disciplinary and 

multi-sectoral collaborative initiatives designed to move precision medicine 

from research to clinical application.” 

– Tania Bubela, Theme 4 Lead, University of Alberta

OBJECTIVES:

1)Identify key stakeholders in IP and knowledge management in the GAPH projects’ 

collaborative networks

2)Identify common and unique translational challenges faced by the GAPH projects

3)Synthesize research and practices in the development of strategic responses to 

challenges and best practices, by the GAPH projects globally

4)Provide direct support to teams through briefing documents on IPRs, 

commercialization strategies, and their intersection with the regulatory environment.

THEME 4: 

Intellectual Asset Management & 

Commercialization
“Knowledge without KT means wasted opportunities for better health and a 

better health system.” 

– Brenda Wilson, Theme 3 Co-Lead, University of Ottawa

OBJECTIVES:

1)Develop a community of practice that enhances the KT component of Genome 

Canada projects

2)Secure more extensive and effective implementation of the research findings from 

the Genome Canada Genomics and Personalized Health (GAPH)  projects in 

research clinical practice

3)Promote greater inter and intra team understanding of KT science and issues

4)Leverage external relationships to increase the resources available for, and the 

effectiveness of, KT research and practice in precision medicine.

THEME 3: 

Knowledge Translation & Implementation

ñPaving the way for 

personalized 

medicine to be 

integrated more 

fully into the health 

care system.ò 
ïThe Honourable Kirsty 

Duncan, Minister of Science

The Network is 

bringing together 

the 17 Genome 

Canada Genomics 

and Personalized 

Health (GAPH) 

Projects.

• Personalized Treatment of 

Lymphoid Cancer

• Viral and Human Genetic 

Predictors of Response to HIV 

Therapies

• Reducing Stroke Burden with 

Hospital-Ready Biomarker Test 

• Clinical Implementation and 

Outcomes Evaluation of Blood-

Based Biomarkers

FUNDERS

PACE-’Omics

• Personalized Medicine in the 

Treatment of Epilepsy 

• Biomarkers for Pediatric 

Glioblastoma 

• Personalized Immunotherapy 

• IBD Genomic Medicine 

Consortium (IGenoMed)

• PEGASUS

• Innovative Chemogenomic Tools

• PERSPECTIVE

• PM Strategies for Molecular 

Diagnostics and Targeted 

Therapeutics of Cardiovascular 

Diseases

• Enhanced CARE for RARE 

Genetic Diseases in Canada

• Autism Spectrum Disorders: 

Genomes to Outcomes

• Early Detection of Patients at 

High Risk of Esophageal 

Adenocarcinoma

• The Microbiota at the 

Intestinal Mucosa-Immune 

Interface
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